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York ISSP Summer School 2015 

“Chaos, Conflict & Harmony”
Workshop Descriptors
Fairy Tales

What Mummy and Daddy never told you: the dark and gruesome truth behind your favourite fairy tales…
Grimm’s collection of fairytales contains some of the best-known children’s characters in literary history, from Snow White and Rapunzel to Cinderella and Little Red Riding Hood. But did you know that these stories were originally filled with gruesome scenes and characters that wouldn’t be out of place in a modern horror film? In ‘Cinderella’ the evil stepsisters cut off their toes and heels trying to make the glass slipper fit; in ‘The Six Swans’ an evil mother-in-law is burned at the stake and in ‘Snow White’ the wicked queen dies after being forced to dance in red-hot iron shoes. Even the love stories contain violence! The princess in ‘The Frog King’ turns the frog into a human not by kissing him, but instead by throwing him against a wall in frustration. The Grimm brothers also didn’t set out to entertain children; their stories were written purely for adults. So what changed? And why do we still tell these fairytales?
If you take part in this workshop you will explore a wide range of ideas, including: the history of witchcraft, magic and superstition; the true story behind Mulan; how modern films like ‘Shrek’ have transformed our understanding of heroes and villains; how the last wolf in Britain was killed; the role of women in fairytales and how the idea of the ‘wicked step mother’ came about. 

Mixing English Literature, History, Psychology, Drama and Art you will discover the gruesome truth behind the tales we tell children and create your own ghastly tale.
Are you brave enough?
Maths

Chaos (and how to bring order), Conflict (and how to win at Angry Birds) and Harmony (Did Bach use maths to create his?)

Over the four days we will look at how Maths created Chaos and Conflict. We then solved it all and brought harmony! We will ask how did maths bring about language? How does it predict invasions? Why did Kings demand to have mathematicians in their wars? How did mathematicians help to win WWII and can maths make my gaming better? This, some music, some computer science, a safe to crack and so much more!

Plus... It's four days of constant maths!!! Why would you do anything else?
Useful Psychology – with a dash of ‘Mind Control Magic’ 
(or from Chaos to Harmony)

This is an opportunity to get an insight into Psychology and how our growing understanding of the human brain might affect your future in intriguing ways! This workshop gets you involved in interactive demonstrations and activities so that you can get a handle on some of the latest scientific research and put it to good use in your own mind and brain. This workshop might well change your perspectives, 'open your mind' and leave you questioning the nature of reality more than ever before. Plus you will learn a little about how stage magic works through an understanding of information processing and hypnosis.

You will be introduced to the mental tools that allow you to cut through the neuro-nonsense to be found all over the media, so that you can sift out the really useful neuroscientific findings and techniques and put them into practise. 
Skills you will learn about and practise on the course:

‘Mind control’ techniques  both ancient and modern – practical tips and tricks that you can use yourself!  How to perform memory feats. How to use ‘positive psychology’ and neuro-linguistic programming. How to measure and reflect on your personality to make the most of your capabilities.  How you might go about maximising your own mental health and avoid going mad! 

Well I said it was going to be useful! 

Painting the City
The painter Paul Cezanne once said, “We live in a rainbow of chaos”.

The environment has always fascinated artists, whether they are drawn to the drama of a bustling city street or the tranquillity of a deserted beach, or sanctuary of a church. 
Man’s impact upon his surroundings has been profound and is escalating rapidly over time. Nowhere can this be seen more clearly than in a city, where every available space is becoming increasingly managed, whether this is a car park or a bustling street. Cities are never random, although they can appear to be chaotic, crowded and exciting places to visit; everything about them grows out of a need to solve a problem.  Natural spaces wrestle for recognition amongst this man made environment. Nature often determines the evolution of a city, whether it is the flow of a river or the presence of parkland. Within our busy cities, people can seek out areas of calm and a place to rest; in cafes, cinemas, or a stroll in urban gardens. The push and pull of man versus nature is a fascinating balancing act. When man leaves, nature returns.
In this exciting, and expressive workshop we will explore our city, York, and will create a large-scale painting. You will learn how to compose an image, using sketches and photographs to help you, apply paint and colour and express your ideas imaginatively with confidence. We will also explore the work of other artists.

In preparation for this workshop we would like you to bring in at least 5 images of York. Your own photographs would be best. 

